
MINUTES

Regular Meeting of the Eastchester Board of Fire Commissioners

Location: Fire Headquarters - 255 Main Street, Eastchester

(Thursday, December 14, 2023)

Board Members Present:

Chairman Paul Carlo
Commissioner Brian E. Keating
Commissioner Paul M. Ranellone
Commissioner Anthony J. Lore, Sr.
Commissioner Tony Cerasi

In Attendance:

Chief Brian Tween
Secretary Marissa “Isang” Smith - Remote

1. Call to Order

Action: 1.1 - Meeting called to order

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Carlo.

2. Salute to the Flag

3. Executive Session

Motion by Commr. Carlo, seconded by Commr. Lore to enter executive session to discuss
personnel matters.

The Board returned from executive session to enter Public Session at 7:39 PM.

4. Treasurer Report

Treasurer Jamie Hedstrom was not in attendance. She submitted the following report:
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5. Chief Report

Chief Tween submitted the following report:

Alarm activity: 331
Fire: 7
EMS/Rescue: 171
Mutual Aid Given: 3 (Hartsdale FD-1, Scarsdale FD-1, FDMV-1)

1) We are hoping to reoccupy the Chester Heights firehouse by the end of December, but in case
we are unable to move back in by 12/31/23, I am asking the Board to authorize me to sign a 60-
day lease extension with the Town of Eastchester to use the Marble School Library as temporary
quarters for the members. The new lease would be through 2/29/23. The Town Board will
discuss it at their meeting on 12/19/23.
2) Vehicle and equipment maintenance is being done in house as much as possible by part-time
mechanic Hank Henninger. His report was emailed to the Board on 12/14/23. Tim Dalton’s
weekly maintenance reports for November were emailed to the Board on 12/14/23.
3) Fire Prevention and Code Enforcement activities continue with numerous plan reviews and
inspections. The Fire Prevention reports were emailed to the Board on 12/14/23.
4) Currently there are three members are out on long term absence.
5) B&amp;B Contracting Group continues the work at the Chester Heights firehouse. The Board
was
forwarded a change order for railings for the new entrance walkway.
6) On 12/5/23, the Board was emailed a quote from The Cruisers Division in Mamaroneck, NY
for
two 2023 Ford Interceptor Utility (Explorer) vehicles for $43,727.10 each. Also, emergency
lighting, siren, and graphics installation for $15,348.26 each, for a total of $59,075.36 per
vehicle. I request the Board authorize me to purchase two (2) of these vehicles to replace aging
Department vehicles that have high maintenance costs. There is an option to purchase an
extended warranty which adds 5 years/up to 100,000 miles to the basic three-year warranty for
an additional $3,800.00 per vehicle.
7) I am asking the Board to authorize me to purchase a utility trailer for the John Deere Gator.
The
steel trailer with tandem axles measures 7’x14’ and will replace a utility trailer that is too small
to tow the Gator. The cost including delivery is $5,050.00 from Escape Powersports Montague,
NJ. The trailer we currently have will be auctioned off in the future. This was the lowest of two
written quotes as per our procurement guides for purchases more than 2,000.00 but less than
$10,000.00.
8) As we are in the holiday season, I remind the residents to use caution when cooking and using
candles. These are some of the leading causes of fires during this time of year.
9) I wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season, and thank the Officers and FF’s for all their
assistance with the public service details including Santa runs, tree lightings, and Chanukah gelt
drop.

Respectfully submitted December 14, 2023
by Fire Chief Brian Tween
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6. Secretary Report

Secretary Marissa “Isang” Smith submitted the following report:

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
1) Website:

a) There were 614 new visitors for the month of November. The Hiring Process page
is once again the top-performing page.

2) The November/December newsletter will now be sent out on 12/18

FOIL OFFICER
1) Our office received 4 FOILs in November

FIRE DISTRICT ELECTION
1) Congratulations to Commissioner Carlo on on his re-election at the 2023 Fire District

Election. A total of 436 votes were cast, with 338 for Paul J. Carlo and 98 write-ins. The
results were filed with the Town Clerk today, December 14th.

2) Thank you to our hosts for the Fire District Election polling sites, the election inspectors,
the members and EFD staff for their dedication to civic engagement and contributions to
a successful election day event.

RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICER
1) I met with NYSA Maria McCashion to discuss the LGRMIF 2024-2025 grant application

cycle. She recommended we apply for our digitization project. I provided the Board with
a formal resolution for consideration that to allow me to initiate the grant application
process and submit upon Board approval. My initial estimates would bring the amount to
request between $70,000-$80,000.

2) AFDSNY is hosting an event April 26 and 27, 2024 that would provide workshops
covering topics that apply to Fire District Secretary and Record Management Officer
duties. I ask the Board to consider allowing me to attend for a total registration fee of
$250.

OFFICE - GENERAL
1) OML Document for December Meeting
2) Minutes have been updated and posted to the website
3) Updated 2023 resolutions spreadsheet
4) Regular office tasks as needed, including scheduling, billing, customer service, and staff

support.
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7. Business Office Recommendations

Action: 7.1 - Payment of Bills
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners approves
to pay the bills and vouchers as presented. The Board has been
supplied with one set of bills and one credit card bill. Chief Tween
has reviewed all prior to the meeting, except certiorari claims and
those specifically marked as reviewed by the Treasurer. The Treasurer
has requested the Board approve the following:
Warrant 1-12/14/23 - $863,118.49
Credit Card – 12/18/23 - $3,445.19
Total: $866,563.68

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Cerasi
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Chairman Carlo
No: Commr. Keating

Action: 7.2 - 2023 RFP Audit Award

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners authorizes the Chairman to
execute a contract to retain the services of BST & Co. CPAs, LLP for Auditing services
for the years 2023 – 2027 at a total cost not to exceed $85,830. The annual not-to-exceed
costs are as follows:
2023 $16,500

2024 $16,830

2025 $17,150

2026 $17,500

2027 $17,850

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Ranellone
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Chairman Carlo, Commr.
Keating

Action: 7.3 - 2023 Medicare Part B - Reimbursements
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners approves to pay
Medicare Part B reimbursements to those qualifying retirees, as required by NYSHIP, in
the amount of $142,233.02.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Cerasi
Abstained: Commr. Ranellone
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Ranellone, Chairman Carlo, Commr. Keating
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
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8. Other Business

Action: 8.1 - Radio Equipment and Services

Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners authorizes Chief
Tween to purchase two (2) 2023 Ford Interceptor Utility (Explorer) Vehicles for a total
cost of $118,150.72.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Keating
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Commr. Keating, Chairman Carlo,
Final Resolution: Motion Passed

Action: 8.2 - Marble School House Lease Extension
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire
Commissioners authorizes Chief Tween to sign the lease extension with the Town of
Eastchester. The lease will be the same as the existing one, with the end date changing to
2/29/2024.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Lore
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Commr. Keating, Chairman Carlo
Final Resolution: Motion Passed

Action: 8.3 - Gator Trailer Purchase
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners authorizes Chief
Tween to purchase a trailer for the Gator in the amount not to exceed $6,000.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Ranellone
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Commr. Keating, Chairman Carlo
Final Resolution: Motion Passed

Action: 8.4 - AFDSNY Event - April 26, 2024 - Fire District Secretary
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners authorizes
Secretary Marissa “Isang” Smith to attend the AFDSNY Mini Summit workshops on
April 26th and 27th for a total registration cost of $250.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Cerasi
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Commr. Keating, Chairman Carlo
Final Resolution: Motion Passed

Action: 8.5 - LGRMIF 2024-2025 Application
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: Whereas, the Local Government Records Management
Improvement Fund is accepting applications for the 2024-2025 grant cycle; and
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Whereas, the Eastchester Fire District desires to participate in this grant program to the
greatest extent possible as a means of providing needed records document conversion and
access; and

Whereas, the Eastchester Board of Fire Commissioners has identified a digital imaging
project as a high priority as part of the records management program; and

Whereas, the Eastchester Fire District has available local matching funds to fulfill its
share of obligations related to this grant application should the grant funds be awarded;
and

Whereas, the Eastchester Fire District will provide adequate funding for on-going
operations and maintenance of their digital records management system should the grant
funds be awarded;

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Eastchester Board of Fire Commissioners as
follows:

1. The Eastchester Board of Fire Commissioners demonstrates its support for the
submittal of a grant application to the Local Government Records Management
Improvement Fund for Document Conversion and Access of Eastchester Fire District
records.

2. The Eastchester Board of Fire Commissioners authorizes Records Manager
Officer Marissa “Isang” Smith to apply for a Local Government Grant from the Local
Government Records Management Improvement Fund for the 2024-2025 Grant Cycle
under the category of Document Conversion and Access for the Eastchester Fire District
records and delegating authority to the Chairman to sign the application.

This resolution shall be effective following its adoption by the Eastchester Board of Fire
Commissioners.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Ranellone
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Commr. Keating, Chairman Carlo
Final Resolution: Motion Passed

Action: 8.7 - Donations - James Elliott
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners accepts
donations from Amy and Don Friedrich for $100, Gerald and Barbara Raasch for $250,
and Darien Sail and Power Squadron for $100, all in memory of James Bruce Elliott. The
donation was made without specifications or conditions and will be deposited into the
general fund.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Ranellone
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Commr. Keating, Chairman Carlo
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Final Resolution: Motion Passed

Action: 8.7 - Donations - Garth Wood Owners
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners accepts a
donation from Garth Woods Owners Corp, BY Barhite and Holzinger Inc, 77 Pondfield
Road, Bronxville, NY, in the amount of $150. The donation was made with no
specifications or conditions and will be deposited into the general fund.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Cerasi
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Commr. Keating, Chairman Carlo
Final Resolution: Motion Passed

Action: 8.8 - C&G 2024 Agreement
Resolution: BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Fire Commissioners authorizes the
Chairman to sign the C&G amendment to the retainer agreement for the upcoming 2024
fiscal year.

Motion by Chairman Carlo, seconded by Commr. Cerasi
Yes: Commr. Cerasi, Commr. Lore, Commr. Ranellone, Commr. Keating, Chairman Carlo
Final Resolution: Motion Passed

9. Future Meeting Dates

9.1 - Future Meeting Dates - 2024 Board Meeting Dates (TBD)

10. Comments from Local 916

No Local 916 Present

11. Comments from the Public
● Kenneth Simonides (144 Anderson Ave) - Shared his disagreements on information that

was provided from a recent FOIL request. Simonides expressed his frustration with Chief
Tween on investigating him. Chief Tween responded that the District cannot comment on
internal investigations. Simonides continued to question Chief Tween on the investigation
and disagreed with him on the overall process. Simonides asked Chief Tween about
specific names from the investigation process, including the legal team and investigators.
Simonides shared his frustration with the investigators actions to conduct surveillance on
him and his family. Simonides indicated he would file a formal complaint against the Fire
District, the Fire Commissioners, and Chief Tween.

● Anthony Barberan (144 Anderson Ave): Shared his disagreement on the investigators and
Districts actions during the internal investigation. Barberan shared his opinion that the
District’s actions was an abuse of power. Barberan shared his opinion that Chief Tween
and Board members should resign. Chief Tween shared the District follows legal advice.
Barberan continued to share his frustration regarding the Districts actions and indicated
formal complaints would be filed.

● Brianna (144 Anderson Ave): Shared her disagreement of the investigators actions taking
pictures of her family. Brianna shared she was concerned about the investigator still being
out there taking pictures of her. Brianna shared her opinion that it was inappropriate for
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the investigator to take pictures of her at her age. Chief Tween shared he cannot discuss
the internal investigation.

● Mike Parici (16 Lockwood Ave): Discussed Station 4 and thanked Commr. Ranellone’s
continued presence in monitoring the station. Mike expressed he was happy that heat was
in the building now and asked after the timeline. Mike shared his concerns about the
railing being installed on the concrete due to possible cracking and that they should wait
till the spring time. Mike thanked the Commissioners for their work on Station 4 and
congratulated Commr. Carlo on his reelection.

12. Comments from the Commissioners
● Commr. Lore shared he was concerned with the ramp being installed at Station 4. Chief

Tween shared the ramp has to do with the ADA compliance. Chief Tween clarified there
would be railings on the ramp, and Commr. Lore was satisfied with the design.

● Commr. Cerasi shared his concerns about what Mike Parici discussed regarding the
drilling into the concrete. Commr. Cerasi asked if a temporary wooden railing could be
installed.

● Commr. Keating shared he believed the materials used at Station 4 would compensate for
cold weather. Discussion continued around the height of the railing, the timing of the
drilling and the materials being used.

● Commr. Ranellone shared his updates on Station 4, after overseeing the tile being placed
in, and that next week the tile will be done on the walls and in the shower. Commr.
Ranellone was pleased the heat was in now.

● Commr. Lore reminded the public to clear the hydrants of snow and recycling to help the
fire department.

● Chairman Carlo wished everyone a Happy Holidays.

13. Adjournment

Action 13.1 - Motion to Adjourn

Motion by Chairman Carlo unanimously agreed upon.

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.
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